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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 

Eleventh Report — “Annual Report 2014–15” — Tabling 

MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands) [10.07 am]: I present for tabling the eleventh report of the 
Public Accounts Committee titled “Annual Report 2014–15”. 

[See paper 3601.] 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: This report details the activities of the Public Accounts Committee of the thirty-ninth 
Parliament for the 2014–15 financial year. The committee plays an important role in following up the reports of 
the Auditor General, and this follow-up process helps to ensure that public sector agencies give proper 
consideration to implementing the recommendations made by the Auditor General. The committee has been 
conducting the follow-up of 40 tabled Auditor General reports, 13 of which were tabled in the past 12 months. 
Under the provision of standing order 286(4), the committee can look into aspects of government expenditure 
and consider whether the objectives of public expenditure are being achieved, or may be achieved more 
economically. This forms the second main area of the committee’s activity during the reporting period, which 
was its inquiry work. The committee concluded its inquiry into amendments to the Public Sector Management 
Act 1994, which investigated the act in light of reforms passed in 2010. The report was tabled in the 
Legislative Assembly on 21 August 2014. 

The committee has since commenced a new inquiry into state government information and communications 
technology—or ICT—procurement and contract management. It also resolved to conduct some preliminary 
research into the Department of Finance’s common-use arrangements, and the efficiency and effectiveness of 
local government. Members of the committee acknowledge the fact that the WA government must continue to 
deliver on essential services to the people of Western Australia, but it does this with a huge handicap. This 
handicap is of course the fact that 70 per cent of WA citizens consumption tax is used to support the economies 
of the rest of Australia. This is, as all members would agree, a completely unacceptable situation that highlights 
that the state government is confronted with a serious revenue distribution problem caused by a flawed federal 
government system. Therefore, the committee’s efforts to identify cost savings for the provision of government 
services takes on added importance. The committee’s current inquiry into state government information 
communications technology procurement and contract management, which costs the WA public sector at least 
$1 billion a year, is an excellent example of the committee’s bipartisan efforts to look for opportunities to help 
reduce government costs so that the significantly reduced state revenue can be more efficiently distributed to 
support the people of Western Australia. 

The committee prides itself on working collaboratively with government agencies, and linked to our efforts in 
looking into government information and communications technology, we are very pleased with the creation of 
the new position of Government Chief Information Officer and the appointment of Giles Nunis. As already 
mentioned, the committee has conducted research into the Department of Finance’s contracts, common-use 
arrangements and the efficiency and effectiveness of local government. The committee takes seriously its powers 
to examine the financial affairs and accounts of government agencies. 

I thank my fellow committee members—the Deputy Chairman, Mr Ben Wyatt, MLA; Glenys Godfrey, MLA; 
Bill Johnston, MLA; and Matt Taylor, MLA—for their work on the committee during the 2014–15 financial 
year. I also thank the committee secretariat—Mr Tim Hughes, Michelle Chiasson and Lucy Roberts—for their 
work over the period. 
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